
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Continued Meeting and Joint Public Hearing 
With the Grayson County Planning Commission  
December 13th, 2011 
 
Members of the Board of Supervisors attending were:  Larry K. Bartlett, Doug Carrico, 
Mike Maynard, Brenda Sutherland, and Joe Vaughan. 
 
 
IN RE:  CALL TO ORDER 
 
Larry K. Bartlett, Chairman, called the meeting of the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors to order. 
 
Donald G. Young, Chairman, called the meeting of the Grayson County Planning 
Commission to order.  Meeting minutes for the Planning Commission were taken by 
Clerk, Elaine Holeton and may be viewed on the Planning Commission web page and in 
the Planning Commission Book. 
 
  
IN RE:  CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Joe Vaughan made the motion to approve the Board of Supervisors consent agenda; duly 
seconded by Doug Carrico.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
IN RE:   JOINT PUBLIC HEARING – SPECIAL USE PERMIT-AMETHYST ACRES, 
              LLC (REFERENCED AS THE ‘ORACLE INSTITUE’) 
 
 
Larry K. Bartlett, Chairman, opened the Public Hearing for the Board of Supervisors.  
 
Laura George, representing Amethyst Acres, LLC and ‘Oracle Institute’, submitted 
opening remarks and referenced the following;  pride in living in America, fear based 
culture, post 911 concerns about liberty and freedom, founding fathers, Virginia as 
birthplace of freedom, Thomas Jefferson and religious freedom beliefs, Declaration of  
Independence and, 1st Amendment and Virginia Code 57 - 1, Mission Statement of the 
Peace Pentagon, Belief that the Board of Supervisors violated mission statement of the 
Oracle Institute and subsequent efforts for religious freedom rights over the last 18 
months. Ms. George thanked the Board of Supervisors for rehearing the application for a 
Special Use Permit as part of the legal settlement agreement with Grayson County. 
 
Ms. Laura George stated that the application presented along with the site plans are 
nearly identical to the original application submitted in 2010.  With proffers volunteered  
 
 



 
 
 
to address concerns about the site, as listed; widen the road from Battlefield Drive to 
meet the standards of the Fire Safety Code, buffer of trees as 25’, restrict the occupancy 
to 50 persons per class, 25 persons for longer retreats and 100 persons at special events, 
restrict outdoor evening lighting, right to build original 10 cabins or 2 lodges as not to 
exceed 20 persons. 
 
Larry K. Bartlett, Chairman clarified that there is fifteen (15) proffers and a new site plan 
that was submitted and volunteered by Ms. George, identified as Exhibit A, and 
submitted with the application for Special Use Permit.  Ms. George read the entire 
document as shown below;  
 

AMETHYST ACRES, LLC & ORACLE INSTITUTE PROFFERS 
Rural Farm District, Special Use Permit 

Address:  1990 Battlefield Drive 
 

Tax Map No:  71-A-48C 
Acreage:  11.031 

 
1. Construction shall be limited to: (a) one (1) central multipurpose retreat center; 

(b) ten (10) campsites; and (c) two (2) bath houses.  The ten (10) campsites may 
be converted at a later date to either ten (10) cabins or two (2) multi-bedroom 
lodging units of equivalent capacity. 
 

2. The retreat center shall not be larger than 8,000 square feet.  The tents or cabins 
shall not be larger than 20’ X 25’ each.  The bath houses shall not be larger than 
20’x 30’ each.  In the event two (2) lodging units are built instead of (10) cabins, 
the lodges shall not exceed the aggregate square footage of the proposed cabins or 
2,500 square feet each and the occupancy of both units shall not exceed 20 
persons. 
 

3. All improvements will be located and constructed in accordance with the Site 
Plan(s) submitted and approved by the County as part of these conditions, which 
Site Plan(s) is attached hereto and expressly becomes part of the Special Use 
Permit. 
 

4. No building shall be constructed closer than twenty-five feet (25’) from any 
property boundary. 
 

5. There shall be a natural, wooded area remaining undisturbed of twenty-five feet 
(25’) in depth along any property boundary. Along property boundaries not now 
wooded, trees shall be planted and maintained to establish such boundary 
protection. 

 



 
6. The road accessing the property and all internal roads shall be constructed and 

maintained in conformity with the Virginia Statewide Fire Protection Code, 
including Appendix D, Fire Apparatus Roads, and shall be constructed and 
maintained at a minimum width of twenty feet (20’) and shall be hard surfaced.  
The roads shall be maintained by the property owner and inspected by the County 
at least semi-annually to ensure fire, police and emergency equipment can utilize 
the roads and access all structures located on the property.  Any deficiencies 
identified by the County in the design, construction or maintenance of any road 
shall be corrected within sixty (60) days by the owner and at the owner’s expense. 
Failure to construct, complete and maintain such roads in conformity with these 
conditions shall entitle the County to revoke this Special Use Permit. 
 

7. The average number of staff working at the retreat center shall not exceed five (5) 
persons per day.  Regularly scheduled community classes shall not exceed fifty 
(50) persons per class. Retreats shall not occur more than ten (10) times per year 
with occupancy not to exceed twenty-five (25) persons per event. Special events 
may occur up to five (5) days per year with maximum occupancy of one hundred 
(100) persons. 
 

8. All parking shall occur on the property. No parking shall be offsite. No parking 
shall occur on the roadways.  Parking shall be in the parking lot as shown on the 
Site Plan(s) with overflow parking for special events located in the area 
designated on the Site Plan(s). 
 

9. No amplified noise or live bands using amplification shall be permitted outdoors 
on the property on the days of Monday through Thursday, and no noise shall 
exceed sixty (60) decibels as measured at the nearest adjacent neighbor’s property 
line. 
 

10. Outdoor lighting shall be indirect and shaded to prevent glare going off the 
property. 
 

11. All health department requirements for water and sewer shall be met. 
 

12. All VDOT requirements for a commercial access permit for the connection of the 
road serving the project to VSR 711 shall be met. 
 

13. All provisions of the Virginia Statewide Building Code and the Virginia 
Statewide Fire Prevention Code shall be met in the construction, operation and 
maintenance of the project, including all structures and roads. 
 

14. Construction of the project shall commence within nine (9) months of approval of 
the Special Use Permit or within six (6) months of issuance of the Building Permit 
(whichever last occurs).  Construction shall be completed on all roads and a 



certificate of occupancy granted on the retreat center within twenty-four (24) 
months of issuance of the Building Permit.  In the event the retreat center is not 
commenced or completed within the time requirements as herein required the 
Special Use Permit shall lapse and terminate. 
 

15. These proffers shall be binding on the property and all current and future property 
owners.  A copy of these proffers shall be recorded among the land records of the 
Circuit Clerk’s Office in Grayson County, Virginia and indexed in the name of 
the property owner as Grantor and Grayson County as Grantee. 

 
The proffers listed above were signed by Laura M. George, Managing Member of the 
Amethyst Acres, LLC and signed by Laura M. George as Executive Director and 
President of ‘The Oracle Institute’ a 501(c)(3) educational charity and Virginia non-profit 
corporation dated 11/01/2011.  The Order that was filed with the Circuit Court of 
Grayson County is as follows: 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Larry K. Bartlett recommended closing the public hearing since no one signed up to 
speak.  Doug Carrico made motion to close public hearing; duly seconded by Joe 
Vaughan.  Motion carried 5-0.   

 
Larry K. Bartlett presented the recommendation from the Planning Commission to 
approve the Special Use Permit and read the motion again.  There was no discussion.  
Motion was made by Doug Carrico to approve the Special Use Permit; duly seconded by 
Joe Vaughan.  Roll call vote as follows:  Mike Maynard-aye, Joe Vaughan-aye, Brenda 
Sutherland-aye, Doug Carrico-aye, and Larry K. Bartlett-aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
RE:  NEW BUSINESS-GRAYSON COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION 
        AND RENOVATION NOTES – REFINANCING 
 
Jonathan D. Sweet presented the refinancing recommendation and associated savings 
with the Resolution of the 2011 Bond and the Resolution of the 2012 Bond.  Brenda 
Sutherland made the motion to approve; duly seconded by Doug Carrico.  Roll call vote 
as follows:  Mike Maynard – aye, Joe Vaughan – aye, Brenda Sutherland – aye, Doug 
Carrico – aye, and Larry K. Bartlett – aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
None 
 
RE:  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
  
None 
 
RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
None 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN 
 
Joe Vaughan made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Doug Carrico. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


